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Contract Policing Section 

Sarnia Police Services Building Report 

Further to our site inspection of the Sarnia Police Services building on September 03, 2009, the 
following areas are addressed: 

Building Condition 
• The Sarnia Police Services building was opened in 1987 and includes specialized areas 

such as a communications centre, indoor firing range, forensic unit, emergency measures 
operation centre and police vehicle fueling station. The building supports approximately 111 
uniform members and 67 civilian employees. It is a three storey facility with all floors 
serviced by an elevator thereby providing full barrier-free accessibility. 

• NOTE: A full review will be required by Detachment/Regional staff to determine the 
operational components of the facility would remain active if used by the OPP. 

Main Entrance 
• The existing reception counter set up utilizes an officer at the counter full time to respond to 

public inquiries. The counter will require modification to suit the OPP Security Reception 
Counter standards. Secure glazing will be required to separate the public from the 
receptionist. 

Cell Area 
• The buildings' cell blocks are separated between two different floors. The adult cellblock 

consisting of 6 cells and a bullpen, is located on the lower level. The YOA cellblock 
consisting of 2 cells is located on the main level. 

• All adult cells meet adequacy in terms of size, however there are a few items that will need 
to be addressed: 

o The existing adult cell bunks are not fully enclosed thereby allowing potential ligature 
points. It is recommended that the existing bunks be reconstructed with new fully­
enclosed ligature-free fronts, or the existing bunks be replaced with new concrete 
bunks. 

o All cell walls to be painted (epoxy paint) due to graffiti/markings. 
• The two YOA cells located on the main level will need to be reviewed operationally with 

Detachment/Region to determine if they are required. The YOA cells currently meet 
adequacy in terms of size, however there are a few items that will need tobe addressed: 

o The existing cell bunks are constructed of wood and will need to be replaced with 
new concrete bunks. 

o The existing YOA cells do not have a secure solid cell door. The current set up is a 
hollow metal door and frame with a standard cylinder lock. The cell doors will need 
to be replaced with a solid steel YOA door complete with cell door lock as detailed in 
the OPP Accommodations Guidelines. 

o The existing vinyl tile flooring can be picked at and used as a weapon, therefore it 
will need to be removed and replaced with a two-part epoxy floor 

o All cell walls to be painted (epoxy paint) due to graffiti/markings. 
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Emergency Duress Alarm System 
o Currently, the facility lacks an emergency duress alarm system. One will be required as per 

specifications in the OPP Accommodations Guidelines. 

Parking Area 
• There are paved parking areas to the side and rear of the building. The parking for program 

vehicles is adequate. The fuel tank and accessories will have to be removed from the 
property. 

Signage 
• The existing exterior pole mounted illuminated Police signage will need to be replaced with 

an exterior pole mounted illuminated OPP detachment sign. 
• The wall mounted signage will require modification. 

CCTV and Door Hardware 
• A CCTV system for prisoner monitoring and interviews exists; however OPP policies are 

currently being reviewed. The CCTV system will have to be revisited once policies have 
been finalized. Monitoring of the system will require relocation as per OPP standards. 

• Door hardware will need to be further reviewed with the OPP Security Specialist if the 
proposed policing contract is accepted. It does appear that the existing cores of the cylinder 
locks can be replace to the OPP standard Abloy locks. 

Millwork 
• Cubical lockers do not exist. The number of cubicle lockers required will be based on the 

detachment complement. 
• There are suitable diary slots and duty bag storage millwork however this may need to be 

reviewed based on the detachment complement. 
• The millwork in the Finger Printing and Breath Rooms will need to be replaced with millwork 

built to OPP specifications to accommodate OPP equipment. 

Handgun Lockers 
• Currently handguns are stored in the officers change room lockers. New secure handgun 

lockers will be required for all uniform members. 
Gun Range 

• An environmental assessment will be required prior to making any determination on the 
space where the current firing range is located. The OPP will not continue to use the indoor 
facility. The OPP will work with the City of Sarnia throughout this process. 

Communications Centre 
• If the communications centre remains operational for Municipal services, alterations may be 

required to facilitate controlled access between the communications centre and the police 
facility. This also applies to the Emergency Operations Center on the third floor. 

Should the contract proposal be accepted and the Sarnia Police Services building be utilized by the 
OPP, further consultation between the Municipality and OPP Facilities Section will be required. 
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